Biblical Economics - 12 (Rebellion)

1 Samuel 8 " And [Samuel] said, “This will be the behavior of the king who will reign over
you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his own chariots and to be his horsemen,
and some will run before his chariots. 2 He will appoint captains over his thousands and
captains over his fifties, will set some to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and some to
make his weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. . .. * And he will take the best of
your fields, your vineyards, and your olive groves, and give them to his servants.. . .

8 And you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for
yourselves, and the Lord will not hear you in that day.”

1 Kings 9 '©Now it happened at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the two
houses, the house of the Lord and the king’s house ' (Hiram the king of Tyre had supplied
Solomon with cedar and cypress and gold, as much as he desired), King Solomon then gave
Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 2 Then Hiram went from Tyre to see the cities
which Solomon had given him, but they did not please him. '3 So he said, “What cities

are these that you have given me, my brother?” And he called them 7122 yIX

(“land of useless”) as they are to this day.

1 Kings 11'*Now the Lord raised up an adversary against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite;

he was a descendant of the king in Edom. . .. "7 ... Hadad fled to go to Egypt. ..

23 And God raised up another adversary against him, Rezon the son of Eliadah, who had fled
from his lord, Hadadezer king of Zobah. ... 26Then Solomon’s servant, Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zereda, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow, also
rebelled against the king. . . . 0 Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam
arose and fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of
Solomon.

1 Kings 11 “3 Then Solomon rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David his
father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

Psusennes Il, 967-943, last pharaoh of XXI Dynasty
Solomon, 961-922 Shishak | (in Egyptian, Shosheng), 943-922, founder of
the XXII Dynasty

1 Kings 12 ' And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel ( 7X¥'~'72) had gone to

Shechem to make him king. 2 So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he
was still in Egypt, for he had fled from the presence of King Solomon and had been dwelling
in Egypt), 3 that they sent and called him.

Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying

4 “Your father made our yoke hard; now therefore, lighten the onerous service of your
father and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you.”

5 So he said to them, “Depart for three days, then come back to me.” And the people
departed. ¢ Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father Solomon
while he still lived, and he said, “How do you advise me to answer these people?”




7 And they spoke to him, saying, “If you will be a servant to these people today, and serve
them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants
forever.”

8But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the young men
who had grown up with him, who stood before him. ® And he said to them, “What advice do
you give? How should we answer this people who have spoken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the
yoke which your father put on us’?” 9 Then the young men who had grown up with him
spoke to him, saying, “Thus you should speak to this people who have spoken to you,
saying, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on us’—thus you shall
say to them: ‘My little finger shall be thicker than my father’s waist! " And now, whereas
my father put a heavy yoke on you, | will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with
whips, but | will chastise you with scorpions!’ ”

250 Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had
directed, saying, “Come back to me the third day.” '3 Then the king answered the people
harshly, and rejected the advice which the elders had given him; *and he spoke to them
according to the advice of the young men, saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but |
will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but | will chastise you with
scorpions!” 1> So the king did not listen to the people; for the turn of events was from

the Lord, that He might fulfill His word, which the Lord had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite
to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

6 Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the
king, saying: “What share have we in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.
To your tents, O Israell Now, see to your own house, O David!” So Israel departed to their
tents. 7 But Rehoboam reigned over the children of Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah.
8 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was in charge of the revenue; but all Israel
stoned him with stones, and he died. Therefore King Rehoboam mounted his chariot in
haste to flee to Jerusalem. '° So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to
this day. 2° Now it came to pass when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had come back, they
sent for him and called him to the congregation, and made him king over all Israel. There
was none who followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only.

1 Kings 14 251t happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt
came up against Jerusalem. 26 And he took away the treasures of the house of the Lord and
the treasures of the king’s house; he took away everything. He also took away all the gold
shields which Solomon had made. 2? Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their
place, and committed them to the hands of the captains of the guard, who guarded the
doorway of the king’s house. . ..

23 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 30 And there was war between Rehoboam and
Jeroboam all their days. 3" So Rehoboam rested with his fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in the City of David. His mother’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess.

Then Abijah his son reigned in his place.



